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OhioLINK ETD Center Adds Retrospective Batch Upload

Columbuns, Obio — The OhioLINK Electronic Theses and Dissertation (ETD) Center database is about
to get a major influx of content to further benefit students, faculty and researchers.

On September 7, the ETD Center added a new capability called Retrospective Batch Upload, in
which OhioLINK member libraries and graduate schools can upload older theses and dissertations in bulk.
Previously, ETDs could be uploaded on an individual basis only.

This new feature allows the member libraries and graduate schools to add digital versions of older
paper-based theses and dissertations to the Center, and expand access to them beyond the hard copies that
are currently in a campus library or archive.

“This will significantly increase the availability and ease of use of research from Ohio’s graduate
programs,” said Gwen Evans, executive director of OhioLINK. “Some libraries and graduate programs
already had digitized paper dissertations, but nowhere accessible to host them; and now other institutions can
embark on their own mass digitization programs. We’re looking forward to the first batch of historical
dissertations from Ohio State University Libraries very shortly. All dissertations in the ETD are open access,
so this will benefit researchers worldwide.”

The ETD Center is an open-access website that makes Ohio’s original research available to anyone
on the web. The Center currently contains more than 59,000 theses and dissettations from students at 31 of
Ohio’s world-renowned academic institutions. The ETDs are included in Google Scholat, increasing visibility
and expanding the reach of Ohio’s academic output.

“Theses and dissertations deposited by Ohio State University graduate students convey the rich,
nearly 150-year legacy of student research conducted at the university,” said Damon Jaggars, vice provost and
director of libraries for University Libraries. “The ETD Center’s new Retrospective Batch Upload feature will
help make an additional 50,000 recently digitized retrospective theses and dissertations openly available
through the ETD Center, aiding Ohio State in realizing its goal to eventually make all theses and dissertations
ever deposited at OSU publically available.”

The Ohio State University plans to start using the new feature immediately by uploading this large
collection of digitized theses, with some going back to around the early 1900s. Other Ohio schools are in
various stages of digitizing their paper ETDs.

In 2015, visitors from 212 countries downloaded 9,475,581 theses and dissertations.
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