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Need for OhioLINK Grows Even As Future Clouds

n 2004, the Ohio Library and Information

Network filled more borrowing requests
for library materials (692,400), delivered
more full-text documents (14.5 million) and
provided more research resources and
services to a greater number of users than
ever before in its 12-year existence. Yet
even as OhioLINK’s cost-effectiveness and
use continue to rise, budget woes have
forced the program to cut information
resources in 2005.

What's the Problem?

Since 1992, OhioLINK has been the
worldwide model for creating a highly
efficient, collaborative higher education
library system that stimulates scientific and
medical research, improves health care with
access to the latest medical research, and
attracts high-quality faculty and students.
OhioLINK has improved the quality of
Ohio’s universities and colleges and has
enhanced Ohio’s competitiveness for a
knowledge based economy.

“Being a member of OhioLINK has
revolutionized our library,” Paul O. Jenkins,
director of library services at the College of
Mount St. Joseph, said. “With basically the
same budget as we had in 1996, the year we
joined the consortium, we are now able to
offer our students and faculty electronic
access to the full text of more than ten times
the number of journals that we owned in
print that year.”

Without the statewide collaboration of
higher education institutions and the Ohio
Board of Regents, the dramatic expansion
in access to research and instructional
information resources would not have been
economically possible. Now researchers and
students alike will feel the impact of cutbacks
to OhioLINK and higher education funding.

OhioLINK funding is part of the state
appropriation for higher education. State
support of Ohio higher education in fiscal
year 2004 decreased 9% per student
compared to FY1990 when adjusted for
inflation.

OhioLINK’s funding also has been
reduced. Combined capital and operating
funding for OhioLINK peaked in fiscal year
2001 at $11.3 million. Since FY2002,
combined funding has been flat at about
$11.0 million. With the latest FY2005-2006
capital bill and the projected FY2006-2007
state operating budget, combined annual
funding will remain just under $11 million.

Consequently, OhioLINK is facing an
anticipated annual shortfall of more than

$1 million versus projected needs. The
program cannot maintain the current rich set
of scholarly electronic journals and databases,
let alone build vital new services, with
continued flat funding.

“The vast majority of OhioLINK
monies are used to purchase content,
including electronic journals, databases,
e-books and digital media,” Tom Sanville,
OhioLINK’s executive director, explained.
“By pooling OhioLINK and higher
education library resources we have created
a world-class set of research materials that
individual libraries could not afford on their
own. However, reduced OhioLINK funding
lessens our ability to contribute to a
competitive Ohio economy.”

During the past several years of flat
funding, OhioLINK has used reserve funds
and increased contributions from member
institutions to avoid losing any resources.
Unfortunately, those strategies are no longer
possible because local library budgets across
the state are also facing limitations. We
have reached the point where service cuts
are unavoidable.

What Cuts Have Been Made?

In order to combat the funding
shortfall, OhioLINK has cut subscriptions
to 490 electronic journals for 2005 and will
institute a membership fee for the first time
in its 12-year history. The fee will be
assessed beginning in July and will raise
$200,000 annually. Cutting 490 of the least
used titles from Blackwell Publishing and
Springer will save $288,000 annually. The
cut titles represent all academic disciplines
and four percent of the annual downloads
from active titles.

While the cut journals represent a small
fraction of the 6,100 total journal titles
available in the OhioLINK Electronic
Journal Center, their loss is certainly felt by
the scholars that relied on them.

“Recently, I had a paper accepted in the
prestigious Journal of Classification, which
is rated in the top 10 in impact factor
among all mathematics journals. To my
complete shock, when I went to view the
journal online, I found that the journal
subscription was cancelled in 2005,” Maria
L. Rizzo, assistant professor of mathematics
at Ohio University, said. “It is almost
impossible to believe that...we can conduct
research without access to these most
important journals. No reviewer will accept
a paper when the author is years out of date.”

Mortimer Martin Guiney, professor of
French and chair of the department of
modern languages and literatures at Kenyon
College, concurs, “It is in the nature of
advanced research that progress in the field
is made when an individual reads an article

continued on page 2
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OhioLINK Member and Participating Institutions with Installation Dates

Antioch College, 1999

Ashland University, 1999

The Athenacum of Ohio, 1999
Baldwin-Wallace College, 1999

Belmont Technical College, 1995
Bluffton University, 1999

Bowling Green State University, 1992
Capital University, 1996

Case Western Reserve University, 1992
Cedarville University, 1996

Central Ohio Technical College, 1994
Central State University, 1992
Cincinnati Christian University, 1999
Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, 1995
Clark State Community College, 1995
The Cleveland Clinic, 2002

Cleveland State University, 1994
College of Mount St. Joseph, 1996

The College of Wooster, 1996

Columbus College of Art & Design, 2000
Columbus State Community College, 1994
Cuyahoga Community College, 1994
Defiance College, 1999

Denison University, 1996

Edison Community College, 1995
Franciscan University of Steubenville, 1999
Franklin University, 2002

Heidelberg College, 1999

Hiram College, 1997

Hocking College, 1995

Jefferson Community College, 1995
John Carroll University, 1998

Kent State University, 1994

Kenyon College, 1996

Lakeland Community College, 1995
Lorain County Community College, 1995
Lourdes College, 2002

Malone College, 1999

Marietta College, 1999

Marion Technical College, 1994

Medical College of Ohio, 1993

Mercy College of Northwest Ohio, 2004
Miami University, 1992

Mount Carmel College of Nussing, 1999
Mount Union College, 1999

Mount Vernon Nazarene University, 1996
Muskingum College, 1999

Myers University, 2002

North Central State College, 1994
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine, 1993
Northwest State Community College, 1996
Notre Dame College, 1999

Obetlin College, 1995

Ohio Dominican University, 1997

Ohio Northern University, 1995

The Ohio State University, 1994

Ohio University, 1994

Ohio Wesleyan University, 1996
Otterbein College, 1999

Owens Community College, 1995

Rhodes State College, 1994

Shawnee State University, 1994

Sinclair Community College, 1994
Southern State Community College, 1994
Stark State College of Technology, 1994
State Library of Ohio, 1994

Terra Community College, 1995

Tiffin University, 1999

University of Akron, 1993

University of Cincinnati, 1992

University of Dayton, 1994

The University of Findlay, 1999
University of Rio Grande & RGCC, 1995
University of Toledo, 1994

Urbana University, 2000

Ursuline College, 1997

Walsh University, 2004

Washington State Community College, 1996
Wilberforce University, 1999
Wilmington College, 1999

Wittenberg University, 1997

Wright State University, 1992

Xavier University, 1996

Youngstown State University, 1993

Zane State College, 1994
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The OhioLINK Update, published semiannually, provides
information on the developments of the OhioLINK
program.

The Ohio Library and Information Network (OhioLINK)
is a consortium of Ohio’s college and university libraries
and the Srate Library of Ohio. OhioLINK serves more
than 600,000 students, faculty, staff and other rescarchers
at 85 institutions.

OhiolINK Governing Board

John Anderson, Case Western Reserve University
Linda Dobb, Bowling Green State University
Michael Field, Shawnee State University

Alan Goodridge, University of Toledo

David Hopkins, Wright State University
Frederick Law, Lakeland Community College
Philip Lootens, Edison Community College
Anthony Perzigian, University of Cincinnari
JoAnne Podis, Ursuline College

Sherry Stour, Southern State Community College
Elizabeth Suoble, University of Akron

Carlos Vargas-Aburto, Central State University

Ex Officio

Tom Atwood, NEOUCOM, LAC

Roderick G. W. Chu, Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents
Dorinda Giles, Xavier University, TAC

Tom Sanville, Executive Director, OhioLINK

E. Garrison Walters, Ohio Board of Regents

The Update is available in print and online at
www.ohiolink.edu/about/publications.
For more information, contact:

Candi Clevenger, Editor
ObioLINK Updae

2455 North Star Road, Suite 300
Columbus, OH 43221

(614) 728-3600
info@ohiolink.edu
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