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EJC Breaking New Ground

More, better, faster. These three words
describe the many aspects of the OhioLINK
Electronic Journal Center (EJC). This year, the
EJC continues to see growth in article
downloads, is adding four new publishers’
content, and just reached a major milestone --
the site now includes more than a million articles.
Surpassing all expectations, the EJC is writing
new rules regarding the use and purchase of
scholarly research journals.

Since its inception in April 1998, 500,000
articles have been downloaded by students,
faculty, and researchers at OhioLINK
institutions. Over half of theses articles are from
journals not held in print at the individual user’s
campus. Most of these downloads are from the
first three publishers’ collections. Elsevier
Science, Academic Press, and Project MUSE
titles number abour 1450.

Universities and Medical Schools

Of these titles, even Ohio’s largest university,
The Ohio State University, downloaded articles
from almost 600 titles not available in printat
the Ohio State University Libraries.

Such astounding results force one to

EJC Earns National
Innovations Award.
See p. 3 for details.

.

reconsider the dynamics of journal buying. If
The Ohio State University, who owns the state’s
largest journal collection, uses almost 600 titles
that it does not hold in print, then Ohio’s
students, faculty, and researchers have been
starving for expanded access to the current
breadth of scholarly research. In fact, Ohio’s
other universities only carry a quarter of the titles
in print from these publishers.

Ohio’s medical schools are reaping benefits
aswell. Ohio's two stand-alone medical schools
illustrate the disparity between what researchers
will use and what they have available on their
campus in print. The Northeastern Ohio
Universities College of Medicine carries only 142
of these titles in print but downloads articles
from more than 400 of the EJC’s titles. Also
impressive, the Medical College of Ohio owns
only 99 of these titles but downloads articles
from over 600 EJC titles.

Smaller Colleges

The small, liberal arts college and the two-
year community and technical colleges have also
experienced a marked increase in access. These
institutions rarely carry more than a dozen of the
titles in the EJC. In fact, many carry none of
these titles in print. Today, the small, liberal arts
colleges and the two-year schools are using
several hundred titles through the EJC.

Small liberal arts colleges downloaded
articles from an average of 443 journal titles in
the 1998-1999 school year. The maximum

EJC’s Quarterly Article Downloads

120,000
100,000 2|
80,000 e
=
60,000 B 1
L N
40,000 | [ |
20,000 . e £
P H F K &
>\) %6 IQO éﬁ '5 ra@
¥y F¥ oY

number of print subscriptions held at any of
these colleges was 54. An outstanding example is
Ohio Northern University’s experience. ONU,
located in rural Ada, Ohio, has downloaded
articles from 734 titles in the EJC. The campus
library only owns 18 of these titles in print.

Two-year community and technical colleges
own even fewer of these titles in print. Of the
17 two-year institutions, only five had print
subscriptions to any of the titles now available in
the EJC. From July 1998 to June 1999, these
institutions downloaded articles from an average
of 121 EJC journal titles, with 99.6% of these
never before available on an Ohio two-year
college campus.

Benefits

Why does this matter? Prior to the
Electronic Journal Center’s debut, any article
from a journal not available in print on your
campus had to be requested via traditional
Interlibrary Loan. This cumbersome process
could mean a 2 - 3 week waiting period before
the material arrived. With the EJC, the
researcher sits in front of a workstation, searches,
requests, and browses or prints the article. In
minutes, the most recently published research is
in hand. Frequent users also can create an
individual profile and save searches. These saved
searches run at regular intervals, and the user
receives e-mail notification about new articles.

Improvements to the Electronic Journal

Center will further increase the value of the site.
This year, the EJC

] Titles Held

Print Journal Titles Held and Electronic
Journal Titles Downloaded by Ohio’s Universities

. Titles Used

expanded to include the
collections of Springer-
Verlag, Kluwer Academic,
American Physical Society,
and John Wiley & Sons.
By year’s end, the EJC will

840

include about 2,500 titles.

The million article
milestone makes the EJC
one of the largest locally
stored electronic journal
collections in the country.
No single library could
afford to purchase all these
journals in print, but by
working together, the
OhioLINK community
now delivers an invaluable
tool to Ohio higher

education.
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Ohiolink Member and Participating Institutions
with Installation Dates

** Institutions in italics are expected to begin this fall.

Antioch College, 1999

Ashland University, 1999

Athenaeum of Ohio, 1999
Baldwin-Wallace College, 1999

Belmont Technical College, 1995
Bluffton College, 1999

Bowling Green State University, 1992
Capital University, 1996

Case Western Reserve University, 1992
Cedarville College, 1996

Central Ohio Technical College, 1994
Central State University, 1992
Cincinnati Bible College, 1999
Cincinnati State Technical & Comm. College, 1995
Clark State Community College, 1995
Cleveland State University, 1994
College of Mount Saint Joseph, 1996
College of Wooster, 1996

Columbus State Community College, 1994
Cuyahoga Community College, 1994
Defiance College, 1999

Denison University, 1996

Edison State Community College, 1995
Franciscan University of Steubenville, 1999
Heidelberg College, 1999

Hiram College, 1997

Hocking College, 1995

Jefferson Community College, 1995

John Carroll University, 1998

Kent State University, 1994

Kenyon College, 1996

Lakeland Community College, 1995
Lima Technical College, 1994

Lorain County Community College, 1995
Malone College, 1999

Marion Technical College, 1994

Medical College of Ohio, 1993

Miami University, 1992

Mount Carmel College of Nursing, 1999
Mount Union College, 1999

Mount Vernon Nazarene College, 1996
Muskingum College, 1999

Muskingum Technical College, 1994
North Central Technical College, 1994
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine, 1993
Northwest State Community College, 1996
Notre Dame College, 1999

Oberlin College, 1995

Ohio Dominican College, 1997

Ohio Northern University, 1995

The Ohio State University, 1994

Ohio University, 1994

Ohio Wesleyan University, 1996
Otterbein College, 1999

Owens Community College, 1995

Rio Grande University & Community College, 1995
Shawnee State University, 1994

Sinclair Community College, 1994
Southern State Community College, 1994
Stark Technical College, 1994

State Library of Ohio, 1994

Terra Community College, 1995

Tiffin University, 1999

University of Akron, 1993

University of Cincinnati, 1992

University of Dayton, 1994

University of Findlay, 1999

University of Toledo, 1994

Ursuline College, 1997

Washington State Community College, 1996
Wilberforce University, 1999

Wilmington College, 1999

Wittenberg University, 1997

Wright State University, 1992

Xavier University, 1996

Youngstown State University, 1993
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