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Collectively, OhioLINK libraries provide access to 48 
million library items, 9,000 electronic journals and 150 
electronic research databases. No matter which of the 
90 member institutions a student attends—a two-year 
community college, a four-year independent college, 
or a four-year state university—he or she can access a 
collection much more expansive than any single library 
could afford on its own.

OhioLINK is a consortium, which by its very definition 
suggests the efficient pooling of resources for the ben-
efit of many. Once digital materials like journals and 
e-books are purchased, they are held locally, meaning 
OhioLINK will always own the rights to their distri-
bution. This arrangement, unique even in the library 
world, allows the member libraries to more efficiently 
plan the development of their own collections, assur-
ing that the group-purchased content will always be 
available to their students, faculty and researchers.

OhioLINK is a Great Equalizer 
   in Ohio Higher Education
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OhioLINK has been building relationships with content pro-
viders for nearly 20 years. Because of this long history and 
the 600,000 college students, faculty and staff we repre-
sent, we are able to deliver unrivaled intellectual assets at 
very favorable pricing.

For example, a single library 
could spend $20,000 for a 
license to a widely requested 
online service. By choos-
ing instead to get behind the 
leverage of OhioLINK, the 
same material could be li-
censed to all 90 colleges for a 
total investment of less than 
$90,000. 

The collaboration also saves members money by keeping 
prices down over time. The annual cost to license informa-
tion continues to increase by an average of 7-10% annu-
ally, but OhioLINK licenses have been able to limit that 
growth to 2-3% annually. The long-term compounding im-
pact of this difference amounts to millions of dollars saved.

The Benefits  
   of Collaborative Licensing
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The annual cost to license 
information continues to 
increase by an average of 
7-10% annually, but OhioLINK 
licenses have been able to limit 
that growth to 2-3% annually.
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All of OhioLINK’s holdings are listed in one shared central cata-
log, including books located at all 90 member libraries, e-jour-
nals held on OhioLINK’s servers, and other materials available 
on publishers’ websites. With this large shared collection avail-
able to their students and faculty, libraries can plan their own 
collection-building initiatives accordingly, taking into account 
the needs of their own students. In 2010, students and faculty 
borrowed 806,000 physical items through OhioLINK. 

OhioLINK’s teamwork approach also 
extends to the data-entry side of the 
catalog. To efficiently maintain and 
add to the millions of catalog items, 
member libraries divide the work, 
ensuring economical workflow and 
up-to-date listings. 

With electronic books and electronic book readers gaining 
in popularity, OhioLINK has also increased the number of its 
e-book holdings to nearly 69,000, a 281% increase since 
2006. That popularity with patrons is reflected in usage as 
well: In 2010, OhioLINK users downloaded e-books 4.7 mil-
lion times, an 18% increase over 2009. 

Central Catalog 
   Means Efficient Borrowing

In 2010, students and 
faculty borrowed 806,000 
physical items through 
OhioLINK. 
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OhioLINK’s Electronic Journal Center contains 25% of the 
world’s scientific content, from large publishers like Elsevier 
Science/Academic Press and Wiley Blackwell to small presses 
like Kluwer Law and Berkeley Electronic Press. It is the first 
place Ohio’s college students and researchers turn for the 
latest journal articles in a wide range of fields, including medi-
cine, engineering, science, psychology, business and the 
humanities. In 2010, OhioLINK patrons downloaded the full 

text of articles in our collection 
nearly 26 million times, a 10% 
increase over 2009.

The largest EJC acquisition 
in 2010 was 3.4 million ad-
ditional articles from Elsevier, 
a highly regarded publisher in 
the fields of science and engi-

neering, with titles including “The Lancet” and “Nanomedi-
cine: Nanotechnology, Biology and Medicine.” The acquisi-
tion of these backfiles was a top priority for OhioLINK after 
a 2008 survey of researchers identified them as a critical 
gap in OhioLINK’s portfolio of resources. The acquisition 
was approved at the State Controlling Board’s November 
22, 2010, meeting.

Electronic Journal Center 
   Brings a World of Knowledge

In 2010, OhioLINK patrons 
downloaded the full text of 
articles in our collection nearly 
26 million times, a 10% 
increase over 2009.
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OhioLINK is guiding the Ohio Digital Bookshelf pilot proj-
ect to bring affordable, high-quality textbook materials to 
Ohio’s college students. In 2010, 24 schools representing 
49,000 students began to offer a single digital version of 
an Introductory Psychology textbook at 30% of the cost of 

a new print edition. At the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, the school with 
the largest program participation, 
students saved over $60,000 in the 
first term. 

Fall 2011 will present a broader rep-
resentation of disciplines, including 
Accounting, Introductory Biology, 
and Economics. The project will 

also introduce Open Education Resources for those teach-
ing the courses, including course files, course calendars, 
and online assignments, and will focus on gathering analyt-
ics to evaluate learning outcomes.

Ohio Digital Bookshelf Project 
   Makes College More Affordable

At the University of 
Cincinnati, the school 
with the largest program 
participation, students 
saved over $60,000 in the 
first term.
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The Digital Resource Commons (DRC) is OhioLINK’s nation-
ally recognized, award-winning digital platform for saving, 
discovering and sharing Ohio’s unique, historical and scholar-
ly materials. Currently, 30 academic institutions and a num-
ber of non-profit organizations have claimed space on the free 

repository, which stores more than 
250,000 items in 500 collections and 
serves up more than 3 million page 
views annually to visitors from 138 
countries.

Collections as varied as historic maps 
of Akron, Mayan archaeology, bio-
acoustic recordings, photographs of 
the Wright Brothers’ first flight, and 
Greek and Latin inscriptions are freely 
available to the public through the 
DRC. 

The DRC was recently honored with the American Library As-
sociation’s 2011 Award for Cutting Edge Technology Services 
because of its innovative use of Amazon’s cloud computing 
environment. With the flexibility of cloud computing, the DRC 
doubled the number of institutions it serves in just the last few 
months of 2010.  

Digital Resource Commons 
   Offers Space for Unique Collections

The DRC was recently 
honored with the American 
Library Association’s 
2011 Award for Cutting 
Edge Technology Services 
because of its innovative 
use of Amazon’s cloud 
computing environment.



OhioLINK Member Institutions

l Northwest 
State CC

l Defiance Coll

l WSU Lake

l Miami U.
l MU Hamilton
l MU Middletown

l UC Clermont
l Southern State CC

l Bowling Green 
     State U.

l Clark State CC
l Wittenberg U.

l Urbana U.

l Terra CC

l Heidelberg U.
l Tiffin U.

l Marion Tech. Coll./
     OSU Marion

l Central Ohio Tech. Coll.
l OSU Newark
l Denison U.

Marietta Coll. l  
Washington State CC l  

Shawnee State U. l 

l OU Southern

l Wilmington Coll.

l North Central 
    State Coll./OSU 
    Mansfield

l Ashland Univ.
l Coll. of Wooster
l OSU ATI/OARDC
l UA Wayne

l Lakeland CC

l KSU Geauga
l Ursuline Coll.

l KSU Ashtabula

l KSU Trumbull

l Youngstown
       State U.

l KSU E. Liverpool
l KSU Salem

Franciscan U. of      
Steubenville l  

Eastern Gateway CC l  
 

Belmont Tech. Coll. l  
OU Eastern l  

 

l Muskingum U.
l Zane State Coll./
     OU Zanesville

U. of Rio Grande & CC l  

Toledo

Cleveland

Columbus

Cincinnati

l Baldwin-Wallace Coll.
l Case Western Reserve U.
l Cleveland Clinic COM
l Cleveland State U.
l Cuyahoga CC
l John Carroll U.
l Notre Dame Coll.

l Athenaeum of Ohio
l Cincinnati Christian U.
l Cincinnati State 
      Tech. & CC
l College of Mt. St. Joesph
l U. of Cincinnati
l UC Raymond Walters
l Xavier U.

l Antioch Coll.
l Cedarville U.
l Central State U.
l Sinclair CC
l U. of Dayton
l Wright State U.
l Wilberforce U.

l Lorain CCC
l Oberlin Coll.

l OU Lancaster

                   Ohio Wesleyan U. l
         Methodist Theological School in OH  l

l U. of Akron

l Air Force Inst. of Tech.

l Edison CC

Dayton

l U. of Mt. Union
l Malone U.
l Stark State Coll. 
       of Tech./KSU Stark
l Walsh U.

l Capital U.
l Columbus Coll. of Art & Design
l Columbus State CC
l Franklin U.
l Mt. Carmel College of Nursing
l Ohio Dominican U.
l Ohio State U.
l Otterbein U.
l Pontifical Coll. Josephinum
l State Library of Ohio
l Trinity Lutheran Seminary
l OU Chillicothe
l Ohio Christian Univ.

l Hiram Coll.
l Kent State U.
l NEOUCOM

l St. Mary Seminary

l Kenyon College
l Mt. Vernon Nazarene Univ.

    l 
BGSU Firelands

l KSU Tuscarawas

l Hocking Coll.
l Ohio U.

l Bluffton U.
l Ohio Northern U.
l Rhodes State Coll./OSU Lima
l U. of Northwestern Ohio

l Owens CC
l U. of Findlay

l Lourdes Coll
l Mercy Coll. of NW OH
l Owens CC Toledo
l U. of Toledo
l U of Toledo-Health Sci

www.ohiolink.edu


